
 

 
 
 

California Fire Chiefs Association 

 
1851 Heritage Lane, Ste. 138  Sacramento, CA 95815 

Off: 916-923-9455  www.CalChiefs.org 

 

“To strengthen and advocate for the California Fire Service through leadership, unity and collaboration.” 

 

 

TO:  CalChiefs Membership  

FROM: Michael DuRee, CalChiefs President 

RE:  Update on EMS Litigation 

 

As you know, CalChiefs sued the California Emergency Medical Services Authority (CalEMSA) in November 2015 

to secure clarification from the federal court over the issue of whether cities and fire districts that exclude 

competing providers from delivering prehospital emergency medical services in their jurisdiction under state 

Health and Safety Code Section 1797.201 (“Section 201”) are immune from lawsuits brought under federal anti-

trust laws.  

For years, the lack of clarity from the courts on this issue has created disputes in many communities between 

cities and fire districts, county LEMSAs and Cal EMSA over our rights in the provision of prehospital emergency 

medical services. 

I am pleased to report that the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California – in a separate action from 

the CalChiefs’ lawsuit – ruled several weeks ago that the EMS Act extends immunity to cities and fire districts 

from federal anti-trust lawsuits under what is known as the Parker doctrine. 

In its March 28th decision dismissing an anti-trust lawsuit filed by private provider AmeriCare MedServices, Inc. 

against 12 cities in Orange County (and CARE Ambulance Service, Inc., with whom eight of the cities contract for 

emergency ambulance services), the federal district court ruled as follows:  

• In enacting the EMS Act, the California Legislature expressly intended to extend federal anti-trust 

immunity to local governments for the provision of emergency medical services.  

 

• As stated clearly in the EMS Act, Section 1797.224 does not limit a local government’s authority to 

maintain a monopoly emergency ambulance service under Section 201. 

Given that the federal district court ruling squarely addresses the issue of anti-trust immunity that CalChiefs have 

long sought to clarify, we have withdrawn our lawsuit from federal court.  AmeriCare has appealed the Orange 

County ruling with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. If that ruling is reversed, CalChiefs will then 

make a decision on how to proceed, including possibly refiling its case. 

In upholding the clear language and intent of the EMS Act and Section 201, the court’s ruling is a victory for cities, 

counties, and fire agencies throughout California and the communities we serve. We encourage you to share the 

news of this ruling with your labor groups and elected bodies in your service area.  
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