
 

                 

 
 

 

 

January 24, 2018 
 

 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown 
Office of the Governor 
California State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown: 

Following a tragic and historic year in California, Local Government California Fire Chiefs representing 
Cities and Districts large and small have convened and reaffirmed our commitment to recommendations 
aimed at bolstering our Fire, Rescue, and Emergency Medical Service capability to respond to climate-
driven disasters. 

In just four months this year, the State endured fires and floods from San Diego to Mendocino that 
destroyed over 11,000 homes, and commercial structures and killed 64 Californians.  Local Government 
fire and rescue personnel and equipment comprise up to 80% available resources for mutual aid 
throughout the State.   

In 2003 after the devastating fires, then Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger convened “The Blue Ribbon 
Commission,” a broad fire service coalition tasked with finding ways to prepare for and respond more 
effectively to devastating all-hazard emergencies that occur regularly throughout our great State.  
Recommendations were delivered to the Governor and the Office of Emergency Services.  Those 
recommendations were refined, readopted in 2009, and most recently in 2017 by the Governors Climate 
Change Task Force. 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank you Governor Brown and the Legislature for providing 
$25 million from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) last year.  That money provided a good 
start for what we believe are effective strategies to prevent and respond to climate-driven events while 
at the same time reducing massive carbon emissions resulting from urban conflagrations, urban 
interface fires and forest fires. By some estimation, the amount of greenhouse gasses emitted from just 
the recent Sonoma/Napa and Ventura/Santa Barbara County Fires, exceeded the gasses released by all 
passenger vehicles in the State of California for a full year. 

The focus of California Fire Chiefs, League of Cities Fire Chiefs, Fire District Chiefs, Metropolitan Chiefs, 
and FIRESCOPE is united and consistent.  We seek more revenue to pre-position all-hazard fire and 
rescue resources in preparation for anticipated extreme weather events.  This strategy proved invaluable 
over this past year.  Even with the recent devastation, we as California fire chiefs believe that loss of life 
and property would have been much worse had we not been able to preposition fire and rescue 
resources prior to the recent fires and flooding.  Ventura County used State funds to up-staff and 
preposition 24 additional fire engines in anticipation of the predicted wind event prior to the Thomas 
Fire. The extra resources and personnel undoubtedly saved hundreds of structures and more than likely 
prevented loss of life. In fact, statewide local government rescue resources that were pre-deployed in 
Montecito performed a number of successful swiftwater rescue operations. 



California Fire Chiefs also believe that it is time to modernize and improve resource ordering and 
command and control at local communications centers using readily available technology, equipment 
and processes. We believe that Cal OES should continue the purchase of equipment to be staffed and 
deployed by local government to incidents across the State as requested.  Local government Fire Chiefs 
in California also support the development of a more capable and robust notification system that would 
notify residents and travelers in harm’s way.  

Funding for staffing and equipment is vital and mission critical to support efforts in managing the State 
Fire and Rescue Mutual Aid System.  Funding is needed for the protection of life, property and the 
environment and is essential to coordinating federal/state/local public safety efforts. 

The following list of recommendations is not meant to be inclusive but does represent our highest 
priorities that we believe will make significant difference in the lives of Californians we are dedicated to 
serve: 

1.  With the aid of current technology, funding to preposition local government all-hazard resources in 
advance of predicted extreme weather events. 

2.  Revenue to modernize the effective, but aging, Mutual Aid System to include rapid resource 
processing and ordering, incident logistical support, and command and control functions at local public 
safety communications centers. 

3.  We ask that funding be made available to OES to continue the purchase of fire, rescue, haz mat, and 
EMS equipment that is distributed to local government for them to staff and deploy as part of the 
California Mutual Aid System.  

4.  Although not contemplated in 2003 or 2008, we strongly believe in a geo-based opt-out disaster 
notification system designed to alert people in the path of approaching and/or anticipated life-
threatening events. 

We look forward to working with you, the legislature, and other leaders to jointly stand on the frontlines 
in our mitigation and response to climate-change disasters. 

Our coalition of local government fire service executives are seeking an addition $100 million to 
effectively address our priorities that we believe will address the concerns of all Californians.  We will be 
reaching out to your Office of the Governor and Cal OES in the next week to discuss the details of our 
recommendations. We hope to have meaningful progress toward these efforts by the peak of this 
summer’s fire season. 

Sincerely and Respectfully, 

       

California Fire Chiefs Association   Metropolitan Fire Chiefs of California 
Mark A. Hartwig, President    Jeff Carman, President 

                 
Fire Districts of California      League of California Cities Fire Chiefs      FIRESCOPE 
Steven Hall, President       Eric Nickel 
 
cc:  California State Legislature 
cc:  Director Ghilarducci, Cal OES 


