
August 1, 2018 

To the Cal Chiefs Membership; 

It is my utmost honor to be running as a candidate for President-Elect with Cal Chiefs.  I 

believe the stability and integrity of our organization is mastered when all agencies, no 

matter the size or ability, is represented in the fire service Chief Officer community, 

collectively.   

In my 35 years in the fire service I have worked a very diverse background including 

EMS, statewide and nationwide training, emergency command and operations, office of 

emergency services duties and fire service leadership. I became a Chief Officer in 

January 2000.  I have the real-world experience and strength of voice to speak about 

the fire service values and commitment to excellence that all of you share.   

I began my career in a small city fire department as a volunteer and became their first 

female engineer, working simultaneously as a seasonal wildland firefighter for the 

greatest statewide fire department in the nation, CAL FIRE.  Becoming a permanent 

member of CAL FIRE has brought me to many different Units throughout the state.  This 

diversity of experience, along with the city and county fire departments I have had the 

privilege to work with, has shaped me into the Fire Chief I am today.   

As the Unit Chief for CAL FIRE Madera-Mariposa-Merced I represent just under 300 

employees, from city, county and state stations, an inmate camp, dispatch center, fire 

prevention and all administrative duties.  I am the Fire Chief for the Cities of Madera and 

Atwater, the County Fire Chief for the counties of Madera, Mariposa and Merced and 

the Office of Emergency Services Director for the County of Merced.  I work with Cal 

OES as the OA Coordinator for fire and rescue duties in all three Operational Areas.  

My past 8 years as their Fire Chief has provided me with not only the background to 

address statewide issues, but also brings the assets and variety of leadership needed 

from a smaller fire department perspective.  All agencies need a voice and I understand 

the large and complex issues of the state, while balancing that in what a smaller agency 

can bring to Cal Chiefs. 

Throughout my rank and file career I have also spent a significant amount of time 

representing our Labor Union and programs within the now titled, CDF Firefighters 

L2881.  I have held every Chapter and Region position within the Union, spent 16 years 

on our SubJAC Committee and over two years as a Rank and File representative for 

our Bargaining Team.  I have a great relationship with many members of the California 

Professional Firefighters Team and will bring that relationship building skill to whatever 

aspect President Meston wishes to pursue in my tenure as the President-Elect.  

It would be my most distinct honor to represent the men and women in the fire service 

through the collaborative voice of Cal Chiefs and I would appreciate your vote.  

Respectfully 

 

Nancy B. Koerperich  
Unit/Fire Chief – CAL FIRE Madera-Mariposa-Merced 


